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TOKYO,Sept.13-A day after

abruptly announcing his resigna‐

tioh,Prilne rvlinister Shinzo Abe

撤結培齢8島s苫1竿鮮S鞠
】,orning,and the governing Lib‐
CFal Democratic Party pushed

じaCk the date to choose his suc‐C母
協苦ょ脱ぉexpedtt to sttt h
thel hOSpital at least three days

because he is suffering from di‐

gOstiVe problems and a lack of
appetite brought on by fatigue

and stress,according to his doc‐

tor at Kelo University Hospital

here.Party officials had tited Mr.

Abe's poor health as one reason

behind his resignation.

lVorsening the political vac‐
ヒ1軍nl, party officials announced
that they would hold an election

ib lhoose a ne、v leader on Sept.

23,■Ot Sept,19,as they had said

母ヽdnesday

l Apparendy鞘 ′orried about giv‐

14臣the impresslon that the next

pl!中e minister would emerge
frona backroom deals, the offi‐

clalSisaid the extra time would al‐

lo■‐mOre candidates to campaign

beforё the general public.

ITaro Aso,the party's secretary

宮9neral,had been considered the
fr9ht‐runner but seemed under‐

lluned by his close ties to WIn

Abe. Support appeared to be

b車10ing instead for Yasuo Fuku‐
ヽ、a fOrmer chief cabinet Hlin‐

lster who ls consldered a rnoder‐

a t e `

|ギrhe disarray inside the Liberal
Democratic Party and recent
gtts by the main oppositiOn
DeⅢocratiC Party will almost
cとrtⅢnly interrupt,and perhaps

!辮

MI‐小be s a l d  a  m o r e  p o p u l a r  s u c‐

cttor覇 ′ould be better able to ex‐

t蝕 l the naval force's mission
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under a new iN、
``In the interna‐

tional communith itt important

to carry out a lnisslon to the end.

If、ve、vithdraw at this stage,all

that we have accomplished will

go down the drain."
Urged by the United States to

shoulder greater lnilitary respon‐

sibilities,Japan has passed la、vs

since 2001 to circumvent its paci‐

fist Constitution and a1low it to

assist in the American‐ led wars

in Afghanistan and lraq. Presi‐

dent Bush and other Arnerican

officials have pressed Japan to

extend its llission in the lndian

Ocean,where its ships have been

refueling AFneriCan and other

vessels taking part in the war in

Afghanistan,

Debate over the law a1lowing

that misslon is expected to lead

to a larger discussion about 」 ab
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Prilne Minister Shinzo Abe,reaL went yesterday to Keio l」 niversity Hospital for treatrnent for

stress,Taro Aso,standing below,the party secretary general,is amOng the possible successors.
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pan‐U.S.alliance is our most im‐

portant one.But is it rittht to look

oniv to the United States and turn

our backs on China and South Ko―

rea?"

Opposition  ia、 vmakers  said

they、vould use their neM′ control

over the upper house to extract

more information aboutthe exact

nature of」 apan's Elilitary assist‐

ancein the lndian Ocean.
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録4t beCause of the resignation,

議辮 麟麟f
pan's security alliance with the
United States and the increas‐

ingly assertive mllitary.

The Democratic Party opposi‐

tion leader, Ichiro Ozawa, has

said」apan's mllitary should take

part only in United Nations‐ led

Hlissions, Members of M■  Oza‐

、va's party have said that under

沖In Abe and his predecessor,」 u‐

nichiro KOizumi,」 apan grew too

close Hlilitarily 、vith the United

States at the expense of its rela‐

tions、vith its neighbors.
“K o i z u m i  a n d  B u s h . A b e  a n d

B u s h 一f r o m  o u r  p e r s D e C a V e .

t h o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i D S  W e r e  t o 命

c l o s e , " S h i n k u n  H a k u i  a  D e m o ‐

cratic Partv lawmaker who is a

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  u D D e r  h O u s e  o f

defense committee,said in an in‐

tervie、v,“I don't denv thatthe」a‐

Ketti Eda,an independentlaw‐

makeL said some of the oll sup‐

plied by」 apan Hlight have been

used in lraq instead of Afghanl―

stan,and in other ways that pos‐

sibly contravened Japan's anti‐

terrorisnl la、v. The government

has denied the charges.
“The actual conditions sur‐

rounding the refueling mission

have barely been explained,"M止

Eda, 、vho has pressed the 30V‐

ernment to release more details,

said in an interview.“ Until now,

the governing party used its

large maJority to easily extend

the la、v."

Mr.Haku addedi “ Vヽe have no

ュdea、vhat's happenintt on the othェ

er side of the ocean. Vヽe're told

t h a t  e v e r v t h i n g ' s 宮o i n 2  w e l l t  b u t

t h e r e ' s  n o  w a v  t t  k n o w  t h e

truth."

unable to overcome oppo‐

0巧eCtiOns before the expi‐
said Gen Nakatani, a

of Mtt Abe's party who

as defense rninister when

t臣盛玉W Was first passed in 2001.
no、v100 percent sure that

ips、vill have!to come back・
筑画酪st once,"Mr.Nakatani sttd'1輯
路出interview,adding that he
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the mission、 vould resume


